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• This GCSE course helps students to gain and understanding of social 
structures and process that affect everyone in our society 

• The overarching aim of the course is to encourage students to play an 
active role in society and build their awareness of the social issues 
people face 

• The Sociology course highlights issues of equality in society looking 
specifically at social class, gender, ethnicity and age 

• The course investigates how social attitudes have changed over time 
and the influences and factors that may have caused changes  

• Sociology is a subject that encourages social awareness, tolerance and 
empathy because it highlights the social pressures and challenges that 
different groups in society experience 

• The course encourages students to develop their understanding of 
social issues from different perspectives, including theoretical 
viewpoints (functionalism, feminism, Marxism and the New Right) 

• The Sociology course also provides opportunities to analyse social 
research approaches 

The course covers strengths and limitations of different research approaches 
to studying society, including analysis of quantitative and qualitative methods 
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• This course is taught at GCSE level – topics studied in the 
Sociology course will build on learning in subjects such as 
PSHE, RS, History and Geography 

• Sociology is a popular GCSE option with links to many other 
areas in the curriculum 

• The course covers the AQA GCSE Sociology specification. 
There are 4 units – families, education, Crime and Deviance, 
Social Stratification. Each topics incorporates research 
methods elements 

• Sociology students will have 5 lessons a fortnight 
• The carefully planned and structured curriculum is delivered 

in a way that ensures full coverage of the specification while 
providing frequent opportunities for critical thinking and 
analysis of social issues 

• Teaching strategies include – discussion and debate of 
social issues, analysis of key studies and sources from 
differing perspectives, exam style practice, including using 
sources of data and information 

• These teaching methods promote independent thinking and 
collaboration with others. Students are encouraged to 
develop their own views and to support them with evidence 
based social research 
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• Students will finish the course with a strong understanding 
of social issues affecting modern society, an awareness of 
approaches to social research and skills and knowledge that 
relate to society 

• Many students choose to continue to study Sociology and 
related subjects at A-level demonstrating the relevance of 
the course to students 

• Sociology is a great facilitating subject which can lead to 
further study in a range of different areas such as history, 
social work, social policy, politics, journalism and local and 
national government 

Results in Sociology are strong with most students reaching or 
exceeding their target grades over the last 3 years 

 
 


