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Curriculum Intent

Subject: Religious Studies and
Citizenship and ERS Core Curriculum

The Religious Studies curriculum at Dorothy Stringer is intended to support
students in understanding religion as a fundamental aspect of human experience
and identity. Taught from a phenomenological standpoint, the curriculum enables
students to explore religious beliefs, practices and expressions without promoting
or discouraging any particular worldview.
The curriculum is carefully sequenced to:
v’ establish strong foundational knowledge
ot v' build religious literacy
c v develop the skills of analysis, evaluation and reflection.
8 v enable students to contribute to a cohesive, compassionate society by
c promoting empathy, respect and open-mindedness.
The curriculum follows the Brighton & Hove Agreed Syllabus, and across both Key
Stages, students are encouraged to engage with “big questions” about meaning,
morality and existence, develop informed personal viewpoints, and gain
confidence in articulating these while respecting the beliefs of others. The
curriculum links naturally with Humanities, PSHE and the wider SMSC education,
supporting students in understanding themselves as local, national and global
citizens.
e Use of the Agreed Syllabus from Brighton & Hove SACRE.
e Curriculum time: 3 one-hour lessons per fortnight.
e Curriculum structure: A balance of systematic studies (e.g.
Hinduism, Buddhism) and thematic units (e.g. festivals, ethics,
cC global citizenship).
(@] e Teaching approach: Highly structured and scaffolded learning to
'.; ensure accessibility for all students, supported by effective
© questioning and regular retrieval practice.
E e Exploration of beliefs, practices and religious narratives through
QO KS3 discussion, debate and analysis.
E e Thematic exploration of moral, social, spiritual and cultural issues.
e Use of sacred texts, religious stories, case studies and
2 contemporary issues.
Qo e Assessment: End-of-unit assessments 4 times in each year,
E focusing on knowledge, understanding and evaluation, alongside
— regular verbal feedback and subject-specific keyword tests to
support literacy.
e Literacy focus: Emphasis on accurate use of subject-specific
vocabulary, including non-English terms, and interpreting source
material.




KS4

ERS
(Core)

Curriculum time: 2 one-hour lessons per fortnight in Y10; one hour
afortnightinY11.

Nature of course: Non-examined, department-designed
programme.

Focus: Ethical issues such as social justice, technology and ethics,
war and peace, politics and media, and crime and punishment.
Skills developed: Debate, critical thinking, investigation, empathy,
debate, evaluation and leadership.

Impact

KS3

Students develop strong religious literacy and confidence in
discussing complex moral, philosophical and religious ideas.
Students demonstrate increased respect for diverse beliefs and
cultures, supporting positive behaviour and inclusion.

Literacy skills are strengthened through regular use of specialist
vocabulary and structured written work.

Clear progression in analytical and evaluative thinking from Year 7
to Year 9, ready to study further at KS4.

KS4

ERS
(Core)

The Core curriculum ensures that all students, regardless of option
choices, leave school with a strong ethical framework, cultural
awareness and the ability to engage thoughtfully with
contemporary global issues.

v’ High levels of student engagement in discussion-based learning

and ethical enquiry.

v Post-16 pathways: Students go on to study subjects such as

philosophy, sociology, psychology, critical thinking, classics and
Religious Studies, with skills transferable to a wide range of

academic and vocational routes.




