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• The KS4 Psychology curriculum aims to inspire a love of learning through 
an understanding of the power of the human mind and behaviour. 

• Students develop knowledge of brain structures, mental processes and 
the influence of biological, social and environmental factors on behaviour, 

both individually and within groups. 

• Through the study of topics such as psychological problems, social 
influence, criminal psychology and memory, students gain insight into 

real-life issues that impact individuals and society. 

• The curriculum promotes awareness, tolerance and empathy, particularly 
through exploration of mental health, offending behaviour, discrimination 
and stereotyping. 

• Psychology encourages students to think critically about moral, social and 
political implications of behaviour, supporting informed citizenship. 

• Strong cross-curricular links are made with science (research methods 
and the scientific process), mathematics (data handling and statistical 

skills) and English (extended writing, analysis and evaluation). 

• Core psychological debates (e.g. nature vs nurture, free will vs 

determinism, reductionism vs holism) develop higher-order thinking and 
challenge simplistic explanations of human behaviour. 
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KS4 
(OCR) 

• Psychology is delivered through a consistent, high-quality 
departmental approach, ensuring full coverage of the GCSE 

OCR specification. 

• Lessons integrate key concepts, research methods, core 

themes and debates to help students embed and build 
knowledge over time. 

• Teaching strategies include:  

• Teacher exposition followed by discussion and application 
work 

• Debates on contemporary and ethical issues 

• Analysis and evaluation of psychological theories and 
studies 

• Exam-style practice questions and end-of-topic tests 

• Students regularly develop subject-specific vocabulary 
through key word lists and terminology tests. 

• Assessment for learning is embedded, with regular 
personalised feedback enabling students to reflect on and 

improve their progress. 

• Lessons promote independent thinking and collaborative 

work, encouraging respectful discussion, confidence and 
resilience. 

• Knowledge is revisited frequently, with increasing challenge 
for more able students and appropriate scaffolding where 

required. 

• A variety of resources and kinaesthetic tasks are used to 
ensure engagement and depth of understanding. 

• Additional support is provided through one-to-one help, 
booster sessions and revision opportunities. 

• Psychology is taught as a GCSE option at KS4, with a high 
uptake and strong student engagement. 
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KS4 

• Students leave KS4 with a strong understanding of 
psychological concepts, research skills and the ability to 

evaluate evidence and arguments. 

• Outcomes reflect a consistently high level of engagement, 

with many students choosing to continue studying 
Psychology at college or sixth form. 

• The curriculum develops transferable skills including:  

• Analytical and evaluative thinking 

• Research and report writing 

• Scientific investigation skills 

• Mathematical and data-handling skills 

• Communication and interpersonal skills 

• Students are well prepared for future pathways in 
psychology, health and social care, criminology, education, 

social sciences and related careers. 

• Increased awareness and understanding of mental health 
supports students’ personal development and wellbeing 
beyond examination outcomes. 

 

 


