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Music is at the heart of the school’s vibrant arts culture and is underpinned by the belief
that Music is for All. Our curriculum aims to develop confident, creative and expressive
young people through high-quality musical experiences. Music supports students’
personal development by fostering resilience, teamwork, self-discipline, communication

skills and emotional wellbeing.

The curriculum reflects the school’s core values of creativity, resilience and respect.
Students are encouraged to take creative risks, perform with confidence, and work
collaboratively while valuing the contributions of others.

Our aim is for all students to develop the knowledge, skills and confidence to perform,
compose and appraise music across a wide range of genres. Through listening,
performing, singing, composing and the use of music technology, students gain a broad

Intent

musical understanding and a lifelong appreciation of music.

Music has strong links with literacy, numeracy, technology and the wider arts. Students
develop critical thinking, communication and problem-solving skills, while gaining an
understanding of music's cultural, historical and social significance. The curriculum also
introduces students to opportunities within the creative industries and supports

progression into further musical study.

Opportunities are provided in the Music department outside of standard lessons times

through vibrant extra-curricular clubs, concerts, performances, musicals and tours.

Music is taught through a practical, inclusive and skills-based approach. Students
develop their understanding of the key musical elements through performing,
composing, listening and appraising activities. Students learn in whole class
ensembles, small group activities and Music Technology projects. These are
introduced progressively throughout Key Stage 3 using the framework MAD T-
SHIRT: Melody, Articulation, Dynamics, Texture, Structure, Harmony,

KS3 Instrumentation, Rhythm/Metre/Tempo and Tonality.

Year 7 Units (2 hours per fortnight) - Rhythm, Memes, Remixes, Ukuleles & Guitars,

4 chord Mashups and Programming Beats.

Year 8 Units (2 hours per fortnight) - Blues, Band Project, Sequencing, Musicals,

Implementation

Film Music, The Beatles




Year 9 Units (4 lessons per fortnight) - Hip Hop, Songwriting, Music Through Time,
Jazz, Video Game Music, In At The Deep End

Music Technology is integrated throughout the curriculum using industry-standard
software including Cubase, YuStudio, Ableton, MuseScore and Sibelius.

The department benefits from specialist classrooms, 2 music technology suites,
practice rooms and a wide range of instruments. Students are further supported
through access to home recording software, as well as individual and group
instrumental lessons delivered by a team of specialist visiting music teachers.

KS4

Students may study either:
Eduqas GCSE Music

e Performing (30%)
e Composing (30%)
e Listening and Appraising (40%)

And/or
NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award In Music Technology

e Content Area 1 - Introduction to technology and the music business
e ContentArea 2 - The Digital Audio Workstation (DAW)

e Content Area 3 - Musical elements, musical style and technology

e ContentArea4 - Sound Creation

e Content Area 5 - Multitrack Recording

Impact

KS3

We regularly recruit over 50% of Year 7 onto Instrumental/Vocal/DJ lessons.
Currently approximately 20% of our students go on to take a qualification at KS4 in
music with many others continuing with instrumental lessons and extra-curricular
clubs. Due to our success as a Music Department we have been selected as a
Lead School for Music in the city and are involved in strategic planning for Music
across schools in Sussex.

KS4

GCSE Music Results

2024 13% 7+,67% 4+

2025 43% 7+, 86% 4+

NCFE Music technology is a new qualification and we are yet to receive our first set
of results.




