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Curriculum Intent

Subject: MFL

The Modern Foreign Languages curriculum at Dorothy Stringer aims to
keep language learning enjoyable, purposeful, and relevant for all
students. Our MFL curriculum aims to empower every student to
communicate confidently, think critically about language, and develop a
good understanding of different cultures around the world. We believe
that learning a language opens doors — academically, socially, and
professionally — and is a vital part of preparing students for life in a
diverse, multilingual global community.

We recognise that fluency cannot be developed fully within five years of
secondary education; therefore, our core intentions are to:

- build a strong foundation for success in languages at GCSE and beyond.
- ensure our students have a good knowledge of high-frequency
vocabulary.

- develop a secure, transferable knowledge of phonics (sound-spelling
relationships)

- ensure students leave with positive attitudes towards global cultures.

- spark curiosity about other countries, people, and ways of life.

- equip students with transferable skills enabling them to learn languages
more easily later in life.

- teach students how to manipulate language for different situations and
across time frames.

Intent

Students arrive in Year 7 with varying prior experience and

mixed linguistic backgrounds. All students study both

French and Spanish.

- 3 hours of French and 3 hours of Spanish per fortnight in

mixed-ability groups.

- Differentiation embedded in lessons.

- Extension and enrichment opportunities.

Year 8 follows a similar structure; a small group has

reduced-timetable languages.

KS3 - Consistent use of ‘do it now’ activities building
confidence in photo descriptions.

- Regular assessment, feedback, and personalised

intervention.

- Literacy, grammar and phonics explicitly taught.

Implementation

Teachinginyears 7 and 8 forms the foundation for the
GCSE course which students begin in year 9.

Year 9: students specialise in one language (5 hours per
fortnight).




- AL 9 GCSE topics (3 themes - People and Lifestyle,
Popular Culture, Communication and the World Around
Us) are covered at Groundwork level in lesson, building
vocabulary, grammar, listening, reading, writing and
speaking skills in line with the GCSE.

- consistent use of ‘do it now’ activities continuing to build
confidence in photo descriptions and starting to work on
preparing read aloud tasks.

- Regular assessment, feedback, and personalised
intervention.

- Literacy, grammar and phonics explicitly taught.

KS4
(AQA)

The majority of students continue with French or Spanish
at GCSE (currently about 80% of each cohort).

- 5 hours per fortnight, mixed-ability groups.

- AQA GCSE course: People and Lifestyle, Popular Culture,
Communication and the World Around Us.

-inyear 10 all 3 themes are recapped at Groundwork level
and extended at Foundation level. Inyear 11 all 3 themes
are recapped at Foundation level and extended at higher
level.

- Consistent use of ‘do it now’ activities — photo
descriptions, read aloud tasks, role plays, gap fill tasks and
vocabulary based tasks.

- Regular assessment, feedback, and personalised
intervention.

- Literacy, grammar and phonics explicitly taught.

- Booster sessions offered.

Impact

KS3

- The majority of students make expected progress and
develop curiosity and enjoyment.

2025 progress:

Yr7 French = 80% expected or above expected

Yr7 Spanish = 80% expected or above expected

Yr8 French = 82% expected or above expected

Y8 Spanish = 79% expected or above expected

Yr9 French = 81% expected or above expected

Yr9 Spanish =73%

- Strong foundations in vocabulary, phonics and grammar.
- Majority continue to GCSE in one language.

KS4

- Students consistently achieve GCSE outcomes in line (or
nearly) with National GCSE results.

2024 results:

French GCSE P8 score -0.62 / 4+ = 68% (national 72%)
Spanish GCSE P8 score -0.56 / 4+ = 73% (national 71%)
2025 results:

French GCSE P8 score 0.44 / 4+ = 75% (national 73%)
Spanish GCSE P8 score -0.02 / 4+ = 80% (national 71%)

- In addition to results, students have improved
communication skills, literacy and cultural awareness by
the end of their time with us.







