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The History curriculum at Dorothy Stringer is designed to engage and inspire students
across KS3 and 4 about the political world around them. We aim to take students on a
journey of enquiry across time periods and cultures to provide a deep understanding of
how our human environment, economies, societies and governments have been
established over time.
We have designed our curriculum with decolonising at the core. And are passionate
o about teaching the historical truth; from the authentic stories of ordinary people who
cC experienced these events, not just the victors who have long directed the narrative.
.8 Therefore, our lessons are rooted in the historiography of a diverse group of historians to
c gain a depth of understanding across local, British and global histories and feel this
— mirrors our school and wider community.
In an age of sometimes overwhelming and competing information, we aim to help
students develop the skills to evaluate evidence for its usefulness and limitations. We
focus lessons on questioning, discussion and critical thinking, allowing students to
analyse the process of change, recognise competing interpretations of History and
develop their own moral and political viewpoints.
At Key Stage 3, students have 3 lessons a fortnight. All units are
taught half termly, follow an enquiry focus and follow the national
curriculum. Lessons begin with knowledge recall ‘do now’ and
heavily embed literacy skills including the introduction of new
vocabulary and reading historical information.
c Key stage 3 classes are mixed ability.
o
.-I: Year 7 units:
B e Medieval migration and society
cC e The History of the church,
(()) KS3 e Norman Conquest
E e Medieval Monarchs
O e Early Islamic civilizations
_Q,. e The Crusades
E Year 8 units:
- e Historical women and the patriarchy
e Tudors Reformation
e Stuart transformation
e Enlightenment and global revolutions
e British Empire
e Industrial Revolution




Year 9 units:
e Women’s suffrage

e WW1and2

e The Holocaust

e Transatlantic slave trade and Black diaspora
e US Civil Rights Movement

e Modern political case studies

Assessment: KS3 students are regularly and informally assessed
through questioning and knowledge quizzes. Formal assessments
for History occur twice a year, once at the end of the winter term
and again in the summer term.

KS4

(Edexcel)

KS4 History follows the Edexcel exam board, planned as a
two-year modular curriculum on the historical topics;

e Migration in Britain c800- present (historical environment
unit: Notting Hill)

e Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39

e Superpower Relations and the Cold War 1941-91

e Early Elizabethan England 1558-88

Assessment: Regular knowledge checks and exam questions
throughout each unit. Students will complete an end of unit exam
paper. 3x mock exams.

Impact

KS3

By the end of KS3, students will:
v' Have a secure overview of chronological events in British

and international History from Medieval to current day .

v" Apply a wide range of historical skills including using
evidence.

v' Demonstrate progress through written assessments and
discussion.

v' Engage with content to build their own opinions and
judgments.

v' Be fully prepared for further study at KS4.

KS4

By the end of KS4, students are confident Historians with a depth
of knowledge, who are able to interpret evidence, evaluate
arguments in written form. A huge number of our History cohort go
on to study History and/ or Politics at A level.

History 2023 2024 2025
Grades 7-9 33% 25% 34%
Grades 5-9 65% 60% 64%
Progress 8 -0.44 -0.56 -0.26




