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Students of English at Dorothy Stringer have access to an outstanding 
curriculum in both Key Stages. They explore the breadth and depth of 
thought and experience through reading a wide range of rich texts; process 
their thoughts, harness their creativity and influence the world through 
their writing; and express themselves effectively through the power of 
oracy.   
We aim to inspire, guide and challenge all our students and adapt our 
teaching for students who may have a barrier to the subject for any reason, 
including a learning need or having English as an additional language.  
The enduringly vital importance of being able to communicate and to 
understand the communication of others is central to our purpose. How 
we access texts may change with technology.  But in an increasingly 
polarised world, the skills we foster and the knowledge we share are more 
important than ever before. The study of English – of reading, writing and 
speaking - leads to developed empathy; enhanced cognition; more 
effective communication; focused collaboration; critical thinking; 
increased autonomy and greater adaptability.  English is the great 
facilitator subject and develops transferrable skills that are valued in the 
workplace as well as in society. Truly an Education for Life.  

Im
pl

em
en

ta
ti

on
 

KS3 

The structure of a lesson, across all of KS3, will vary 
according to the content and skills being taught. Our aim is 
to incorporate some reading, writing and discussion in each 
lesson, always building on and expanding on previous 
knowledge. Lessons rarely use textbooks and use a variety 
of teacher made resources instead, which allows for 
development of resources over time. 
Schemes of work are developed in line with the expectations 
of the National Curriculum and do not explicitly emulate 
GCSE style focus on examinations, although we do start to 
bring some of the skills and texts into the end of Year 9. 
Every year group has at least one fiction text that is read as a 
class; poetry; Shakespeare; non-fiction reading; creative 
writing; persuasive writing and investigation into media 
texts. Oracy is woven into the Scheme of Work across the 
year. Key skills and technical knowledge relating to these are 
developed across the years using increasingly complex 
knowledge organisers which are also used at KS4.  
Checkpoints assess pupil progress four times in a year – 2 
reading, 2 writing. In the absence of nationally agreed 
criteria for KS3 we use GCSE criteria for assessing writing 
and for one analytical poetry essay in Year 9.  



Text choices in Key Stage 3 aim to be as diverse and 
inclusive as possible, to ensure that all of our students are 
able to feel represented by the texts they study.  
In Year 7 and 8, students have 6 English lessons a fortnight 
and 1 Literacy lesson (which comprises whole class reading, 
grammar and handwriting skills). 
In Year 9, students have 7 lessons of English a fortnight.  

KS4 
(AQA) 

The structure of a lesson will vary according to the content 
and skills being taught. Our aim is to incorporate some 
reading, writing and discussion in each lesson, always 
building on and expanding on previous knowledge. Lessons 
rarely use textbooks and use a variety of teacher made 
resources instead, which allows for development of 
resources over time. 
We use three of the most enduring, accessible, engaging, 
popular and continuously relevant texts for English 
Literature: Macbeth by William Shakespeare, A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens and An Inspector Calls by J.B. 
Priestley. Although we have considered other, more diverse 
texts that are offered by AQA, none work as well. We 
balance this concern through poetry: both the Love and 
Relationships cluster we study and the choice of Unseen 
poems we practice offer opportunity for a wide range of 
voices being represented, as do the extracts for the English 
Language exams. Students are passionate about the texts 
they study and engage wholeheartedly with our wide 
ranging, supportive and challenging revision programme in 
Year 11.  
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KS3 

There are no nationally agreed outcomes for KS3 English. 
Typically our cohort reaches around 80% Above Expected or 
Expected towards their GCSE Target grades at the end of Y9 
which is in line with our KS4 pass rate of over 80% year on 
year.  

KS4 

Pass rates are significantly above the national average, but 
we are always striving to improve them!  
2025: 
English Language  4+ 83 % of which 7+ 30% 
English Literature  4+ 87% of which 7+ 28% 
Our links with local colleges for A Level and International 
Baccalaureate study are strong and anecdotally English 
(Language / Language and Literature / Literature) are 
popular choices.  

 


