' DOROTHY
STRINGER
SCHOOL

Curriculum Intent

Subject: Drama

KS3 Drama Curriculum Intent

The Key Stage 3 Drama curriculum introduces students to drama as a creative, collaborative and expressive art form. Through practical
exploration, students develop confidence, communication skills and creativity while learning how theatre is created, performed and
evaluated.

The curriculum focuses on three key areas: creating (devising), performing and responding, allowing students to explore ideas through
performance while reflecting on their own work and the work of others.

Drama provides opportunities for students to develop important transferable skills including teamwork, problem solving, resilience and
critical thinking. Students learn how to communicate meaning using voice, movement and space, while developing empathy and
understanding through exploring characters, situations and themes. We also ensure opportunities for cultural capital are built through
extracurricular clubs, school shows and trips.

KS4 Drama Curriculum Intent

Intent

The Key Stage 4 Drama curriculum builds on the foundations developed at Key Stage 3 and prepares students for GCSE Drama following the
Pearson Edexcel specification. Students develop their understanding of drama through a balance of practical performance, devising and
written analysis, preparing them for the assessment requirements of the course.

The curriculum focuses on the key areas of creating, performing and responding, enabling students to devise original work, perform scripted
and devised material, and evaluate drama using appropriate subject vocabulary. Students also develop their understanding of technical
theatre, exploring how lighting, sound, costume, set and props contribute to the overall impact of a performance.

Experiencing live theatre is a key part of the course, allowing students to analyse professional productions and develop the skills needed for
the written exam component of GCSE Drama.

Through rehearsal, collaboration and reflection, students continue to develop important transferable skills such as communication, creativity,
resilience and teamwork.




Implementation
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Year?7

Year 7 is a foundational year in which students are introduced to the core skills and conventions of drama.
Students have two lessons a fortnight with a new topic each half term which explore basic performance skills
alongside drama techniques including freeze frames, mime, improvisation, narration and thought tracking.
Topics: Intro to Drama, Macbeth, Fear in Fiveways, Silent Movies, And Then There Were None

Year 8 builds on the foundations developed in Year 7 and encourages students to show greater independence.
Students have two lessons a fortnight with a new topic each half term which deepens their understanding of
drama techniques and explores more complex approaches to performance, including character
development, status, tension and physical theatre.

Topics: Physical Theatre, Noughts and Crosses, Tham Luang, Puppetry, Hunger Games

Year 9 represents the final stage of Key Stage 3 and prepares students for the transition into Key Stage 4 study.
At this stage, students begin to consider their option choices, and the curriculum is designed to deepen their
understanding of drama while giving insight into the skills and approaches used in GCSE Drama.

Students have four lessons a fortnight. Exploring complex drama techniques and theatrical concepts.
Topics: Stephen Lawrence, Curious Incident, Technical Theatre, Crime and Punishment
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(Edexcel)

Year 10

[ )
Year 11
[ )

Year 10 marks the beginning of the GCSE Drama course following the Pearson Edexcel specification. At this
stage, students transition into a more structured and academic study of drama.

Over 5-lessons a fortnight, students examine character, relationships, themes, staging and the playwright’s
intentions, while developing the ability to interpret the text as performers, directors and designers.

Topics: DNA, Technical Theatre, Oppression, Style and Practitioner

Year 11 is a fully examined year.

Component 1: Devising (40%) Students create and perform an original piece of theatre from a stimulus and
produce a written portfolio evaluating their creative process, decisions and development.

Component 2: Performance from Text (20%), where they rehearse and perform scripted extracts,
demonstrating their ability to interpret character, relationships and meaning for an audience.

Component 3: Written Examination (40%), Students apply their knowledge of the set text DNA and analyse
live theatre they have experienced during the course.




Impact
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By the end of Year 7, students should begin to demonstrate creativity when developing ideas, work effectively with
others, communicate clearly through performance and reflect on their work to identify improvements.

By the end of Year 8, as year 8 is potentially the last year all pupils will study drama, we also believe that these pupils
should be leaving our subject with transferable skills in teamwork, public speaking, leadership and problem solving as
well as developing empathy and creativity.

By the end of Year 9, students should be able to create and perform more developed pieces of drama, demonstrate a
clear understanding of key theatrical skills and evaluate their work with confidence. The curriculum aims to ensure
students are well prepared to make informed decisions about continuing with Drama at Key Stage 4 while recognising
the wider benefits of the subject, including confidence, collaboration and creative thinking.

KS4

By the end of Year 10, students should demonstrate a deeper understanding of how drama is created and interpreted,
be able to discuss performance and designh choices with confidence and show increasing independence in both
practical and written aspects of the subject. This ensures students are well prepared for the formal assessment
components of GCSE Dramain Year 11.

By the end of Year 11, students develop independence, resilience and confidence as performers and critical thinkers.
By the end of the course, they should be able to analyse, evaluate and create theatre with maturity, while feeling well
prepared to make informed decisions about A Level study, further training and future careers within the creative
industries or beyond.

Training and Employment Beyond Dorothy Stringer:

Students leave Dorothy Stringer with a life-long love of Theatre and a commitment to the Arts. Our broad and engaging
curriculum, rigorous specialist teaching, the students’ exposure to the very best productions and practitioners and the
high expectations for performance standards prepare our students for the best post 16 Drama training available.
Alumni destinations currently include:

RADA Rose Bruford Central School of Speech and Drama LAMDA Guildhall School of Acting Mountview School of
Acting Bristol Old Vic Royal Scottish Conservatoire Royal Welsh School of Drama & Music East 15 Acting School




