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The purpose of the Art curriculum at Dorothy Stringer School is to provide a broad, inclusive and ambitious creative education that 

enables all students to develop confidence, curiosity and independence as artists. The curriculum aims to promote a calm, supportive 

and productive environment where students can explore ideas, take creative risks and develop their individual artistic voice. 
The Art curriculum is designed to: 

• Develop technical proficiency across a wide range of media, including drawing, painting, sculpture, textiles, printmaking and 

digital processes 

• Encourage creativity, experimentation and resilience, supporting students to refine ideas and produce meaningful outcomes 

• Build confidence in self-expression, enabling students to communicate personal ideas visually 

• Foster critical understanding, allowing students to analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others 

• Support independence and progression, preparing students for further study and creative careers 

The curriculum is accessible to all students regardless of prior experience and begins with strong foundations, ensuring all learners can 

succeed. 
Art has clear links across the curriculum: 

• Literacy through discussion, annotation and analysis 

• Numeracy through proportion, scale, symmetry and perspective 

• Humanities through cultural, social and political themes 

• Science through materials and observation 

• Design and Technology and ICT through making, design processes and digital media 

The subject plays an important social role, helping students to understand and respond to the world around them. Students explore 

environmental, cultural and political themes, engage with diverse artists and develop the skills of communication, interpretation and 

cultural awareness. Enrichment opportunities, including exhibitions, workshops and engagement with artists, further enhance students’ 

cultural capital. 
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KS3 

The Art curriculum is delivered through a structured and progressive programme which develops skills, knowledge and 

independence over time. Lessons promote experimentation, exploration and personal response, supported by a wide 

range of materials and cultural references. 
At Key Stage 3, students receive a broad and balanced experience of Art, building core skills and confidence. 

• Students explore observational drawing, mark-making, colour theory and composition, developing 

foundational skills in Year 7 

• Projects such as Pattern and Anthropomorphism introduce cultural identity, artist research and personal response 

• In Year 8, students develop skills through themed projects such as The Living World and Landscape, exploring 

environmental issues, ceramics, perspective and texture 

• Students work in both two and three dimensions, using materials such as clay, paint, textiles and recycled 

materials 

• Artist research is embedded throughout, such as studies of Charlotte Caron and Lucy Ogden, informing students’ 

practical outcomes 

• In Year 9, students begin to specialise and work more independently, exploring areas such as textiles, fine art, 

graphics and photography through projects including Urban Environment, Clay Animal Heads and Art to 

Protest 

• Students engage with socially relevant themes, including environmental issues, animal welfare and community-

based projects 

Teaching at KS3 emphasises: 
• Experimentation and risk-taking 

• Development of ideas through sketchbooks 

• Discussion and evaluation of artwork 

• Progressive skill-building across media 

Students typically have regular timetabled lessons (in line with whole-school curriculum allocation), supported by home 

learning and enrichment opportunities such as art clubs, competitions and workshops. 



 

KS4 

At Key Stage 4, the curriculum builds on KS3 foundations and enables students to develop independent, sustained and 

personal work in preparation for GCSE. Students choose from GCSE Fine Art, Textiles, Graphics or Photography 

• Students undertake extended projects exploring themes in depth 

• They refine skills across a range of chosen media, developing technical control and specialism 

• Greater emphasis is placed on independent idea development and personal outcomes 

• Students engage in critical analysis of artists, producing written and verbal responses 

• Work is documented through sketchbooks or digital portfolios, demonstrating the creative process from initial 

idea to final outcome 

Teaching at KS4 focuses on: 
• Independence, experimentation and refinement of ideas 

• Creative risk-taking and originality 

• Application of skills to personal themes 

• Preparation for external assessment and portfolio development 

Students benefit from additional opportunities including: 
• Studio access beyond lessons 

• Participation in exhibitions and public events 

• Engagement with visiting artists and workshops 
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KS3 

By the end of Key Stage 3, students: 
• Have developed a secure foundation of practical skills across a range of media 

• Are able to generate, develop and refine ideas independently 

• Can analyse and discuss artwork using subject-specific vocabulary 

• Demonstrate creativity, resilience and willingness to take risks 

• Show increasing confidence in self-expression and presentation 

Students produce a body of work that evidences progress over time, supported by sketchbooks that demonstrate 

exploration, experimentation and refinement. 



 

KS4 

Outcomes at Key Stage 4 demonstrate: 
• Students’ ability to produce sustained, personal and high-quality outcomes 

• Strong technical skill and creative independence 

• Effective annotation, analysis and critical understanding 

• Development of organisation, resilience and problem-solving skills 

Over time, results show students are well prepared for: 
• Further study at A Level or vocational courses in Art and Design 

• Creative pathways and careers 

• Wider personal development as culturally aware and confident individuals 

Students leave the course with a strong portfolio of work, a sense of pride in their achievements, and the skills to apply 

creativity in a range of future contexts. 
 

 


